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Summary 


11_1 . (C)  The  Director  of  Shabelle  Media  Network  and  close  Post 
contact  Mukhtar  Muhammad  Hirabe  was  killed  in  Mogadishu  on 
June  7.  The  assassination,  apparently  targeted,  came  less 
than  an  hour  after  Hirabe  had  spoken  with  the  Somalia  Unit 
about  the  status  of  Hassan  Dahir  Aweys  (reftel).  This 
incident  marks  the  fifth  death  of  a Somali  journalist  in 
11_2009.  Post  has  issued  a local  press  statement  condemning  the 
murder,  and  also  sent  a condolence  letter  to  Hirabe 1 s family. 

End  summary. 


Another  Journalist 
Assassinated 


11_2 . (C)  Mukhtar  Muhammad  Hirabe,  Director  of  Shabelle  Media 
Network  and  a close  Post  contact,  was  killed  in  an  apparent 
targeted  assassination  in  Mogadishu's  Bakara  Market  on  June 
1_7 . Reports  indicate  that  two  or  three  men  armed  with  pistols 
approached  Hirabe  and  a colleague.  Head  of  Programs  Ahmed 
Umar  Hashi,  and  fired  multiple  shots  into  Hirabe 1 s head. 

Hashi  escaped  with  injuries  and  remains  hospitalized  in 
Mogadishu.  The  shooting  came  less  than  an  hour  after  Hirabe 
had  spoken  with  the  Somalia  Unit  about  the  reported  wounding 
or  death  of  Hassan  Dahir  Aweys  (reftel).  Shabelle  had  also 
been  actively  reporting  on  the  status  of  Aweys  after  rumors 
of  his  injury  or  demise  surfaced  over  the  weekend.  Contacts 
speculate  that  the  murder  may  have  been  related  to  Hirabe ' s 
reporting  on  Aweys. 

11_3 . (SBU)  Hirabe  had  been  subject  to  adverse  action  before, 
including  an  arrest  in  March  2008  and  a near-miss  in  February 
2009  when  a colleague  with  whom  Hirabe  was  walking  was 
killed.  As  has  become  the  unfortunate  pattern  in  these 
cases,  journalist  groups,  including  the  Somali  Coalition  for 
Freedom  of  Expression  (SOCFEX)  and  the  National  Union  for 
Somali  Journalists  (NUSOJ),  issued  statements  condemning  the 
murder  and  calling  for  the  protection  of  all  Somali 
journalists.  Hirabe  left  two  wives  and  five  children. 


Post 1 s Actions 


1[4 . (SBU)  Post  has  issued  a local  press  release  condemning  the 
killing.  We  have  also  conveyed  a letter  of  condolence  to 
Hirabe 1 s family.  We  remain  engaged  on  issues  concerning  the 
safety  of  journalists  in  Somalia,  coordinating  with 
journalists,  advocacy  groups  and  the  Transitional  Federal 
Government . 

RANNEBERGER 


